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A.D. to " seek after the footsteps of Jesus and His disciples and
prophets." This is about a century before St. Helena un-
covered the site of the Holy Sepulchre, which was then occupied
by a temple which the Emperor Hadrian had built, possibly
lo stamp out the sacred associations of the site. He had also
rebuilt the city of Jerusalem as a Roman city.

Origen could not have seen Calvary or the tomb of Christ,
because they were not uncovered until about 335 A.D ,
but he was shown a building in which the piety of all early
pilgrims was centred until later times. This was the Ccena-
culum, the House of the Last Supper. It lay, as the Gospel
narrative infers, just outside the wall of the city, and thus
escaped the destruction under Titus. The upper chamber,
the meeting-place of the Apostles after the Resurrection and
the scene of Pentecost, was, says St. Epiphanius, a small
church as early as 135 A.D., the date when Hadrian trans-
formed Jerusalem into a Roman city. Thus the grandfathers
of the Christians who were worshipping in this church in the
time of Hadrian might have been present at the Crucifixion.
In a country where stone is the common building material, it
is possible that the Ccenaculum visited by Origen and the other
early pilgrims was actually the house of Mary, mother of
Mark, and not a later building erected on the same site.
In later ages a more impressive church was built there and
was standing when the Moslems captured Jerusalem. They
turned it into a mosque, and as a mosque it exists to-day.

Another of the earliest holy places in Christendom was
the Cave of the Nativity at Bethlehem Origen saw it a
hundred years before Constantine's basilica, which stands over
it to-day, was erected. Writing of this cave, Origen says:
" Everyone in the country knows it, and the pagans will tell
again and again to him who cares to hear it, that in the said
cavern was born a certain Jesus whom the Christians admire
and adore."

The full tide of pilgrimage set in after St. Helena had made
her journey to Jerusalem in 335 A.D. and had uncovered
the sites of the Crucifixion and the Nativity, and had built
churches there. Pilgrims now converged on the Holy Land
from all parts of the world, and holy sites became multiplied
in a not always satisfactory manner. The Fathers of the
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